City of Tenakee Springs
RESOLUTION 2015-02
	In the Council
	Introduced by the

	August 22, 2014
	Council President


A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY OF TENAKEE SPRINGS, ALASKA, PERTAINING TO THE MOUNT POLLEY MINE TAILINGS DAM COLLAPSE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, AND OPPOSING THE USE OF TAILING CONTAINMENT DAMS UPSTREAM OF CRITICAL SALMON HABITAT
WHEREAS,
the recent collapse of the Mount Polley tailing containment dam spilled at least 2.6 billion gallons and 5.9 million cubic yards of silt contaminated toxic substances including arsenic, cadmium and lead into the Fraser River; and
WHEREAS,
Mount Polley is another in a series of similar recent disasters in the US and Canada; and

WHEREAS,
the Mount Polley disaster reveals the inherent danger of concentrating toxic mine waste in open earthen dams; and

WHEREAS,
the same practice is proposed to contain mine waste at the proposed Pebble Mine, threatening Bristol Bay fisheries; and

WHEREAS,
the same practice is proposed to contain mine waste at the proposed KSM mine at the headwaters of the Unuk River; and

WHEREAS,
protecting the sustainable production of salmon should be the highest priority in Alaskan and Canadian land management decisions; then
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Common Council of Tenakee Springs opposes the use of earthen dams to contain mine waste leachate; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to urge the US Environmental Protection Agency to withhold permits that would allow construction of containment dams at the proposed Pebble Mine; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to urge the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency to undertake a “Panel Review” of the proposed KSM mine and any other action threatening trans-boundary rivers, and oppose the use of earthen containment dams.

ADOPTED 5 Ayes, 2 Absent THIS 22nd DAY OF August.
	______________________________

	Don Pegues

	City Council President

	Ex officio MAYOR

	
	


ATTEST:

___________________________

Mary Almy, City Clerk
