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Greater Sitka Legacy Fund Announces Grants
(Sitka, ALASKA) –
The Greater Sitka Legacy Fund (GSLF), an Affiliate of The Alaska Community Foundation (ACF), announces $12,242 in grants to nine organizations in Sitka. The awards include:

· $3,000 to Alaska Arts Southeast, LLC for financial aid to assist Sitka students with the cost of Fine Arts Camp
· $2,000 to Sitka Sound Science Center for education classroom improvements
· $1,665 to Betty Eliason Childcare Center to pay for tuition for early childhood education for staff
· $1,500 to Artchange, Inc. for 14 Miles
· $1,500 to Sitka Historical Society for the new Sitka History Museum
· $1,000 to Mt. Edgecumbe Preschool for purchase of early childhood education resource materials
· $577 to the SEER School for Art to Lift a Senior’s Spirit
· $500 to Fireweed Dance Theater for costs associated with The Nutcracker – an Alaskan Tale
· $500 to Sitka Health Summit Coalition to support the new student activities and health equity fund

GSLF received grant applications from 13 organizations requesting a total of $27,810. The awards announced today are in addition to $6,000 in grants that GSLF made earlier in 2017. The total of $18,242 in grants made in 2017 significantly exceeds the value of awards made between 2013, when GSLF was established, and 2016. 

GSLF makes grants using income from its permanent endowment, which is supported by donations from Sitka residents, friends of the community, and matching contributions from Rasmuson Foundation and ACF. The higher level of grants made in 2017 is a direct result of the past generosity of individual and business donors and GSLF’s relationship with ACF and Rasmuson Foundation. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rasmuson Foundation and ACF will match all contributions to the GSLF endowment over the next four years up to $125,000. GSLF is also eligible for up to $60,000 in matching funds for contributions to an endowment that supports its operating expenses. GSLF has until December 31 to raise an additional $12,800 in donations to be eligible for matching contributions of $25,000. Donations may be made on the secure GSLF website, https://alaskacf.org/greater-sitka-legacy-fund/donate, or by sending a check made out to ACF-GSLF to Greater Sitka Legacy Fund, P.O. Box 2354, Sitka, AK 99835.


 ###
About the Greater Sitka Legacy Fund
The Greater Sitka Legacy Fund (GSLF) is a permanent charitable fund for the communities in the Sitka area and one of 10 Affiliate Community Foundations under the umbrella of The Alaska Community Foundation. GSLF’s goal is to support local resiliency and self-reliance by promoting individual, family and business philanthropy and providing grants to local projects and organizations. GSLF is focused on keeping resources invested locally in a permanent charitable fund to help meet today’s needs and provide a reliable source of funding for the future. For more information, visit www.greatersitkalegacyfund.org. 

About The Alaska Community Foundation
Established in 1995, The Alaska Community Foundation (ACF) is a statewide platform for philanthropy that connects people who care with causes that matter. Managing more than $80 million in assets and over 425 funds for the benefit of Alaskans, ACF and their Affiliates grant $3 million to $5 million each year to charitable projects and nonprofit organizations across the state. ACF’s mission is to inspire the spirit of giving and connect people, organizations, and causes to strengthen Alaska’s communities now and forever. For more information, visit www.alaskacf.org or call 907-334-6700.
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