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Date:       January 23, 2024
To:           All Media
From:      Tristan Guevin, Sitka School Board President
Re:          Immediate Press Release
**********
Sitka, Alaska: In a special meeting held Saturday, January 20, 2024, the Sitka School District (SSD) School Board met to review the application materials for the open position of Superintendent of Sitka School District. Prior to the meeting, the Association of Alaska School Boards, contracted by the school board to facilitate the search for a new superintendent, conducted background checks of the nine applicants for the position of SSD Superintendent. 

After reviewing the materials and qualifications of the applicants, and after conducting independent research and outreach to school board members, staff and community members throughout the state, as well as soliciting input from SSD stakeholders, and after hours of deliberation in executive session on Saturday, the Sitka School Board reports that only one candidate was moved forward to the finalist round.  We are excited to announce Dr. Deidre Jenson, the current SSD Assistant Superintendent, as our sole finalist and the next Sitka School District Superintendent.

Of the nine applicants, Dr. Deidre Jenson was clearly the most qualified and best suited for the position. Dr. Jenson came to SSD at the end of the 2022 - 2023 school year after serving as the interim superintendent, school principal, and director of state and federal programs for the Southeast Island School District. She also spent time as a principal, classroom teacher, special education teacher, and school counseling grant project director in Deering, Wrangell, and Kenai. In addition to her extensive experience in Alaska public schools as both a teacher and administrator, Deidre holds a Doctor of Education (Ed.D) from Gonzaga University where she studied educational leadership (earning a 4.0 GPA) writing her capstone on "Surviving, Living, and Thriving in Two Worlds: The Inupiaq Culture and the Western Education System" while there. 

When Deidre came to Sitka last year she hit the ground running. During her time in Sitka and with the Sitka School District, Deidre has shown herself to be an excellent assistant superintendent, who stepped into the role of superintendent for more than a month this past fall when our current SSD Interim Superintendent, Steve Bradshaw, was away on medical leave. She has shown herself to be someone approachable, who listens, and as someone who seeks answers and solutions. She is well liked and respected by school staff at all levels. Deidre has shown a strong commitment to our community, to our students, and to our families, often seen around town at community events. 

We believe that Dr. Deidre Jenson is the highest caliber candidate for SSD Superintendent, and we are fortunate as a district and community to have her as the leader of SSD in the coming years. We are confident that Deidre will bring stability and continuity to our district, a wealth of relevant experiences, knowledge, and skills, a renewed energy, and excellent qualifications. 

The School Board will be holding a special meeting Thursday evening to make this selection official and to negotiate the SSD Superintendent contract with Dr. Jenson. We will also provide more information, both as a board and as individual board members, on why we made this selection. Additionally, we hope to host a number of community outreach and engagement events with Deidre in the coming weeks and months so that the community has the opportunity to continue to get to know her, and to provide her with input on what we want for our schools and for our children.


“Sitka Schools: Discovering potential, nurturing growth, and inspiring lifelong curiosity.”
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